
 

            Handling the Signature Poll Book 
 
The Signature Poll Books contain the names of known registered voters in the precinct. 
 
When a voter comes to the polling place, the Precinct Election Official will ask, “What is 
your name and current address?” and then 
 

Ask for Valid ID 
 

1.  If the voter’s name is in the Signature Poll Book, the Precinct Election Official 
requests of the voter a valid form of ID that verifies the voter’s name and 
current address.  Forms of valid Photo ID may be: 

 
   Ohio Driver’s License 
   State ID card 
 

Based on Ohio law, if voters show either of these two forms of ID, the voter 
will vote as a 
 

a. “Regular” voter if these forms of ID MATCH the voter’s name and 
current address in the Signature Poll Book 

 
b. “Regular” voter if these forms of ID do NOT MATCH the name and 

current address in the poll book but the name and address in the 
Signature Poll Book reflect the voter’s current information 
For example: 
 
Photo ID Shows    Poll Book Shows 
 
John Jones     John Jones 
Former Address     Current Address 
     (in Precinct) 
 

c. “Regular” voter if these forms of ID do NOT MATCH the name and 
address in the Signature Poll Book, but the name and address on 
the ID reflect the voter’s current information 

 
ID Shows     Poll Book Shows 
 
John Jones     John Jones 
Current Address     Former Address 
     (in Precinct) 
 
Votes Regular because the voter moved without notifying the Board 
of Elections 
 

   



2. Examples of other forms of acceptable ID may be (MUST HAVE VOTER’S 
CURRENT NAME AND ADDRESS): 

 
 

Examples of valid ID Examples of invalid ID 
  

Current utility bill  Social Security card 
Current bank statement  Veteran’s ID 
Government check  Passport  
Current paycheck Birth Certificate 
Other government document OSU or other college student ID 
Ohio Hunting and Fishing License Franklin County ID card 
Correspondence from a 
government agency 

Invoice from a company 

Savings and Loan Statement Car/Home Insurance 
 

 



DETERMINING “REGULAR” OR “PROVISIONAL” BASED ON  ID 
 
            
   MATCH VOTE AS REGULAR  
  Voter signs poll book;  
  Gets a voting slip 
  
  VOTE REGULAR 
 DO NOT  Last 4 digits of license  t

 MATCH  or State ID recorded;   
   Voter signs poll book;   
   Voter gets a voting slip 

 
  
 DO NOT  VOTE REGULAR
 MATCH  Voter must vote in precinct 

where he/she lives; signs poll  
 book; last 4 digits of ID recorded; 
Voter gets voting slip; Voter 
completes  CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS 

  
 VOTE REGULAR 
 MATCH Voter signs poll book; gets 
  a voting slip  
 
 
 DO NOT VOTE PROVISIONAL 
 MATCH Complete Steps 1-4 on 
  Provisional Ballot form; 

No ATV slip; No signature 
   
  VOTE PROVISIONAL 
  Complete Steps 1-4 on 
  Provisional Ballot Form; 

No ATV slip; No signature 
  
 VOTE PROVISIONAL 

Complete Steps 1-4 on  
Provisional Ballot form; No  
ATV slip; no signature  
 
VOTE PROVISIONAL 

 Complete Steps 1-4 on 
 Provisional Ballot form; 
 No ATV slip; no signature  
  
 
 

Driver’s License 
State ID  

Signature Poll Book 
Name and Address 

Driver’s License 
State ID  

Signature Poll Book 
Name and Address, 
BUT SIGNATURE 
POLL BOOK HAS 
CURRENT VOTER 
INFORMATION  

Driver’s License 
State ID  

Declines to 
show ID 

Other Forms of 
Valid ID  

Other Forms of 
Valid ID 

NO ID  

Signature Poll Book 
Name and Address, 
BUT INFORMATION 
ON ID IS THE 
CURRENT VOTER 
INFORMATION 

Signature Poll Book 
Name and Address 

Signature Poll Book 
Name and Address 

Declines to sign Identity 
Affirmation Statement on 
Provisional Ballot Form 
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Processing “Regular” Voters 
 
• Voter to provides NAME AND CURRENT ADDRESS 

 
• Voter shows valid ID as described previously to determine if the voter is “Regular” or 

“Provisional”   
 
• If “Regular,” voter signs signature poll book 

 
 Precinct Election Official compares signatures to make sure they match.  If in doubt, 

Presiding Judge will make the decision as to whether to vote the voter as 
provisional. 

 
• Voter receives an Authority to Vote slip with a ballot style number on it  
 
• Voter takes voting slip to voting machine area 
 
• Precinct Election Official uses Blue Supervisor PEB to activate voting machine and 

select proper ballot style 
 
• Voter and Precinct Election Official vocally confirm ballot style on the Authority to 

Vote slip with the ballot style that appears on the voting machine. 
 
• Precinct Election Official places Authority to Vote slip in the Authority to Vote Slip 

Envelope on the machine  
 

• Voter votes, exits, and receives “I Voted” sticker 
 



 

Reasons for Issuing Provisional Ballot  
 

- Can’t find name in poll book 
 - Moved into your precinct 
 - Marked “AB” in poll book 
 - Marked Provisional (PROV) in the poll book 
 - Cannot provide proper ID 
 - Refuses to provide ID 
 - Changed name 
 

• If the voter’s name does not appear in the Signature Poll Book, he/she MUST vote a 
Provisional Ballot 

 
• If the voter has moved into the precinct where voting, the election official must verify 

this by locating the voter’s new address in your Precinct Street/Road Guide. The 
voter’s current address would NOT be in the Signature Poll Book or on the 
supplemental list of voters.   

  
 

• If the letters “AB/PROV” appear in the Authority to Vote box in the Signature Poll 
Book, the voter MUST vote a Provisional Ballot.  The voter may not be sure if the 
ballot has reached the BOE, the voter may have lost the absentee ballot, or the voter 
may not have time to take the absentee ballot to the BOE before 7:30 p.m. on Election 
Day.   THE VOTER DOES NOT SIGN THE SIGNATURE POLL BOOK. 

 
• Under House Bill 3, effective June 1, 2006, if proper registration of a voter can not be 

established because “Notice of Registration” was returned as undeliverable, a 
provisional notation (“PROV” in the Authority to Vote box) appears in the Signature 
Poll Book for that voter.  The voter MUST vote provisionally in order to establish with 
the BOE a current address.  THE VOTER DOES NOT SIGN THE SIGNATURE POLL 
BOOK.  

 

• If the voter is NOT able to provide a valid ID at the polling table as required in 
Elections (House Bill 3), the voter MUST vote a provisional ballot.   THE VOTER 
DOES NOT SIGN THE SIGNATURE POLL BOOK. 

 
• As discussed earlier, in cases where the voter shows an Ohio Driver’s License or 

State ID, the Precinct Election Official must determine whether the Photo ID or 
information in the Signature Poll book have the voter’s current information and then 
vote the voter accordingly as an “Regular” or “Provisional” voter. 

 
• If a voter refuses to provide a valid ID at the polling table, the voter MUST vote a 

provisional ballot.  THE VOTER DOES NOT SIGN THE SIGNATURE POLL BOOK. 
 
• If the voter votes a Provisional ballot, the voter DOES NOT SIGN THE 

SIGNATURE POLL BOOK. 
 
 
 
 



NOTE:  In cases where the voter can not provide a valid form of ID at the signature 
poll table or declines to do so, the voter MUST sign the IDENTIFICATION 
AFFIRMATION on the Provisional Application form that affirms the person is who 
he/she says and lives at the current address stated.  If the voter declines to sign the 
affirmation, the Precinct Election Official will note this action on the Provisional Ballot 
form and allow the voter to vote provisionally. 

 
NOTE:  If the voter refuses to go to the correct location, the voter will NOT be denied 
the right to vote with a.  However, the voter will be informed that if he/she votes in the 
wrong voting location, the vote WILL NOT COUNT 

 


